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U. 8. CovaaEss. —In the Senate, yester-
day, the bill in relation to deserters, disfran-
chisine all who are abroad, and who do not re-
¢urn within such time as may be set in a forth-
corning proclamation by President Lineoln was
taken up and discussed until the close of the
morning hour. The bill to prevent the inter-
ference of the military at elections, iz States,
came np, and Mr. Howard, of Michigan, ad-
dressed the Senate, at length, in opposition to
the till. After an executive session tte Sen-

ate adjourned.

in the House of Representatives Mr. Ker-
pan introduced a resclution calling for the ap-
pointment of a special committee to investi-
gate and report to the House whether any ci-
vilians in the employ of the Government were
sent home to take part in the elections of their
respectivs States, and whether they were fur-
nished with transportation at the expense of
the Government which went over uader the
rule.  Mr. McClarg, of Missouri, rose to make
an explanation in regard to a charge of forgery
preferred by his colleague, Mr. Blair, in a
speech which was made by the latter some
days ago. In the course of his remarks Mr.
McClure caused a lewter to be read by the
Olerk of the House, in which Mr. Biair was
denouneced as a reckless malignant and unsera-
yulous liar and scoundrel. He also repeated
the charges heretofore made against Mr. Blair,
alleging that he had smuggled liguor to the
amount of $8,000 contrary to the Treasury re-
gulations.

Mr. Blair asked that a select committee
might be appointed to 1nvestigate the charge
made by his colleague, adding, *‘I pronounce
his alleration a base and wilful falsehood. He
has taken the place of the forger and falsifier,
aud [ prosounce him an infamous llar and
scoundrel,”’
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The speaker promptly called Mr. Blair
to order as having violated the rules and
appealing to the House to aid hiw in their en-
forcement.
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T'here was at this time 1ntense excitement 0N
the floor and in the gallaries.
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iM r. Blair—I could wot apply other langzuage
tolan allegaticn so false and utterly contemptisle.
I ask for a special committe to send for per-
sons and papers. If T am guilty of the charge
I am not fit to be a representative. The
guilt will tall upon those who have assumsed
the charge.

Mr. speaker requested the gentlerran to re-
duce his resolution to writing.

Mr. McClurg—I have paper now before me,
purporting to be written by some of my col-
leaguel‘si;ta'ff, which I should be much pieased
¥ lay before the comnmittee. Tarning to Mr.
}fl;dll‘-. and holding out a paper, he asked,

You will not deny this signature?”’

‘ Mr. Blair—*“I will not reply to any guestion
110t such an infamous scoundrel !

Ihe speaker again called the gentleman to
order, .
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:‘\h. L;.—-z.l‘p:caented'hzs resolution 1n writing
g‘thatg select committee of three wmembers
eappiinted by the Speaker, with power t0
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end for persons and papers, ang iovestigaie’

son of Benjamin Fr

the charge of J. W. McClurg, of Missouri,
against Francis P. Blair, Jr., ot said State, of
a violation of the laws in the matter ot alleged
liquor speculation; which was amerdsd on
motion of Mr. Stevens by adding ‘‘that the
cominittee also0 inguire into the genuineress or
falsity of the documents produced by Mr. Me:
Clurg”’—and was then passed. "The bill
amendatory of the National Bank act, was

taken up and discussed.
e

A letter from Annapolis says :—*‘T have it
from relisble military authority that Burnside’s
second expedition will be organized here.—
Capt. French, one of .the General's Staff, who
has been in this city several days, has caused
to be surveyed and laid out sufficient gronnd
for the encampment, on the lands of Judge
Brewer, Dr. Alfred G. Welsh, and Elisha C.
Taylor, about two wmiles trom the city, near
Camp Parcle. I learn there will be at least
fifty thousand troops here in the course of o
few weeks.

A dispatch from Newbern, N. ()., states that
the “Raleigh Standard announces that Gener-
al D. H. Hill assumes command of Charles-
ton, and that Beauregard goes to the South-
west. Twenty five Yankees escaped while
under guard thirty-six miles north of Raleigh,
en route for Americus, Ga.”’ The same dis-
patch adds that ‘‘the Savannah Republican of
the 4th has a rumor that the Vankees were
landing the previous evening 1in considerable
force at Darien.”’

The indications with regard to the contem-
plated re-organization of the Army of the Po-
tomac now are, that General Meade will be
temporarily retained in the command, the
army to be divided into three Divisions, under
the eommand respectively of Generals Sedg-
wick, Hancock and Warren. Gen. Grant will
also have two corps, one under Burnside, the
other under Sigel.

Admiral Porter's naval expedition left
Vicksburg on Saturday last with the intention,
it was supposed, of ascending the Red River to
Alexandria, Louisiana, and beyond, if possible.
On Monday firing was heard at Natchez, from
the direction of the fleet, but from what cause
does not appear to be known.

Advices from Vicksburg, March 15, report
a large number of fires. Several U. S. Gorv-
ernment storehouses have been set on fire by
incendiaries. On that day a large railroad de-
pot and several adjoining huildings were burn-
ed, consuming large quantities of Government

property. &
A block of buildings, nsed as U. S, commis-

sary stores, fell i Memphis on the 20th, bury-
ing in the ruios about forty negroes, aad five
or siz soldiers who were gnarding it. Kour
Fomen were more or less injured. and tweive
children were the vietims of the fall.

The Philadelphia papers anncunce the death
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Some queries in relation to the “Conven-
tion’’ ncw sitting in this place, signed F., ap-

pear in the “Virginia State Journal.” They

seem to have been produced by a debate, a
portion of which is thus reported:

“Mr. Downey.—I wish to offer an amend-
ment to disfranchise those who new are giving
aid or enmfort to rebellion,

Mr. Wing.—Shali this little body. the pan-
city of whose numbers readers us ridiculous in
the eyes of the worid. pretead to disfranchise
s miilion of men!

Mr. Downey.—If we don't disfranchise
traitors we shall render ourselves ridiculous ia
the eyes of the world.”

The following are the queries:—"'If 3 mem-
her of the ‘Constitutional Convention’ believes
—that a large proportion of the vorers for the
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election of any of his fellow members or of
Limeelf had voluntarily born arms against the
United States, or avowed and demonstrated
their alleziance to the Rebel (rovernment, and
in defisnce of the law providing for the Cou-
vention. had voted (with or without taking the
oath,) hew can he regard himzelf or his fellow
members (for whom such pseudo electors voted)
as legally elected 7

If the ‘paucity in numbers of said Uonvern-
on would render that body shametaced before
the world, if known, and if 2 member of said
Convention in view of said ‘paucity of num-
bers’ question the right of that bodv to pass
certain ordinances—upon what ground czu lhe,
with any degree of self respect, retain his posi-
tion in the Convention?

If members of the ‘‘Constitutional Conven-
tion’’ believe themselves to be illegally electac.
or doubt the right of the Convention to amend
the organie law for the large population who
have not had and cannot now have any voice
i the matter—is it not fair to infer that they
were elected, accepted the position, Or are now
acting for the purpose of opposing the ol jects
for which the Convention was eailed ?”
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Daniel Clarke, Sam’l. H. Berry, Edward
W. Belt, and Fendall Marbury, have heen nom-
inated by the Demoerats of Prince George's

county, Md., to represent Prince Geoige's

(‘ounty in the State Constitutional Conven-

tion (if one should be callel.)

John William Wallace, of Philadelphia, has
been selected by the jadges of the Supreme
Oourt of the U. S. for reporter of decisions,
vice Judge Black, resigned. Mr. Wallace has
been reporier of Pennsylvaria decisions,

Mary J. Johnson and’ Carrie 1. Jones, whe
are accused of being Confederate spies, have
been sent from Washingion o Bostos to be
confined in the Fitchburg House of Correction.

On the 17th instant a large foree of Confed
erates approached Seabrook, S. €., in a hoat,
and captured a picket boat with five soldiers,
but it is added ‘were suiseguently repuaised.”’

The reported iniended invasion of Kentucky
by Longstrest is desied by a dispatch from
(hattanooga, which says that Loogst
the way to join Lee.

Comemander . H. Gillis, . 8. N.. has
been detached from the command of the Corn-
modore Moreis, and erdered to the West Gualf
Blockading Sguadron.

General Seymour had goue to Pilatka, Flori-
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